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TRADES4CARE IS a 
young, local, not for profit 
social enterprise offering 
rewarding work experi-
ences to young people at 
the start of their careers 
in the construction indus-
try.

The project has just 
completed another suc-
cessful summer project, 
on this occasion for Bish-
opton Primary School, 
supporting eight stu-
dents from Bishop Auck-
land College with vital life 

skills, practical training, 
motivational sessions 
and logistical support. 

Michelle Andelin from 
Bishop Auckland College 
said: “The students were 
all keen to be part of the 
Trades4Care programme, 

which demonstrates their 
full commitment to learn-
ing and being ready for 
the next stage of their 
development in Septem-
ber.”

MORE YOUNG PEOPLE SUPPORTED 
BY TRADES4CARE PROJECT

Eight Bishop Auckland College students have been supported in the latest Trades4Care venture at Bishopton Primary School.

“One customer 
is more than 
£35,000 better 
off after a full 
benefit check 
was carried out.

LOCKDOWN 
ADVICE BRINGS 
BIG RESULTS
ADVICE ON benefits 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic has left hous-
ing customers nearly 
£400,000 better off, 
despite everyone working 
from home.

Welfare benefits 
experts at believe hous-
ing have helped custom-
ers to access £391, 660 
in unclaimed benefits 
during the coronavirus 
lockdown. 

The County Dur-
ham-based housing 
association has seen a 
significant increase in 
the number of customers 
looking for help as the 
impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic is felt on their 
finances. 

believe housing Ten-
ancy Sustainment Man-
ager, Jayne Adamson, 
said: “The difficult cir-
cumstances many people 
have found themselves 
in due to the pandemic 
means that our custom-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news
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“It is disappointing that 
we were not able to go 
ahead with our plans to 
reopen the whole building 
in the spring and show off 
all of the improvements 
that have been carried 
out, but at least we are 
able to finally welcome 
people back with the 
opening of the café. 

“Customers will even be 
able to enjoy our exclu-
sive, locally sourced 
‘Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall’ brand of coffee.

“Since the easing of 
lockdown restrictions, 
the town’s market place 
has seen a real boost in 
visitors and I am sure the 
additional outdoor seat-
ing will attract even more 
people, boosting the local 
economy.

“I very much look for-
ward to the time when 
people are able to see 
all of the improvements 
we have made but, in the 
meantime, I hope they 
will take advantage of the 

opportunity to have a first 
look at our newly refur-
bished town hall.”

The café is open Mon-
day to Saturday, from 
10am to 4pm, and there 
is no need to book in 
advance. 

It is hoped that an 
evening supper menu 
will be introduced when 
the theatre programme 
returns. 

The town hall’s new-
look library is also one of 
ten new locations where 
bookworms will be able 
to access Pick and Col-
lect services from Mon-
day (see page 5). 

As well as significant 
improvements to the café 
and library, the refurbish-
ment work has included 
the creation of a new 
gallery space and signifi-
cant improvements to the 
auditorium.

For more information 
and for the full café menu 
visit bishopaucklandtown 
hall.org.uk. 

THE OPENING of a new 
look café is offering peo-
ple a taster of the £1.5 
million revamp of the 
historic Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall. 

The Town Hall was due 
to reopen to the public 
earlier this year following 
a major refurbishment 
programme, but this has 
been delayed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

However, Durham 
County Council, which 
owns the building, has 
introduced a number of 
measures which mean 
the venue’s revamped 
café has now been able 
to open.

The improvement work 
has included relocating 
the café to the ground 
floor in order to provide a 
much larger, brighter and 
more welcoming space. 

A new menu featuring 
locally sourced produce 
has also been introduced.

The café also provides 
the new home to Norman 

Cornish’s Miners’ Gala 
mural, which has been 
relocated from County 
Hall, in Durham. 

The piece is on display 
alongside a stunning 
stained-glass feature by 
fellow local artist Tom 
McGuinness. 

New interpretation pan-
els have been created for 
the pieces, but will not be 
installed until the build-
ing is able to open in full.

In order to reduce the 
risk of the spread of coro-
navirus, extra space has 
been created between 
tables in the café, while 
additional signage has 
been introduced to sup-
port social distancing.

Cllr Joy Allen, Cabinet 
member for transforma-
tion, culture and tourism 
and mayor of Bishop 
Auckland said: “We are 
delighted to be able to 
open the café at Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall, 
particularly after such a 
lengthy closure.

NEW LOOK CAFE OPENS AT TOWN HALL
The new look cafe at Bishop Auckland Town Hall.
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A POPULAR history 
attraction near Bishop 
Auckland has reopened 
after closing due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Binchester Roman Fort, 
a popular summer day 
out for families and his-
tory buffs, was forced to 
closed because of the 
outbreak. 

The site, which includes 
a well-preserved Roman 
fort dating back to 75AD, 
has now reopened to the 
past once again from Sat-
urday 1st August.

Opening times will be 
shorter than usual, every 
day between 10.30am 
and 4pm.

Measures are in place 
for adhering to Govern-
ment guidelines on coro-
navirus. 

The site will offer extra 
facilities for hand sani-
tation, contactless card 
payments, and one-way 
systems. 

BINCHESTER FORT RE-OPENS

David Mason, principal archaeologist at Durham County Council, at 
Binchester Roman Fort.

David Mason, principal 
archaeologist at Durham 
County Council, said: “We 
are extremely pleased 
to be welcoming visitors 
back to this fascinating 
site. 

“Things will be a little 
different to usual as we 
try and ensure the safety 
of staff and visitors. 

“There will be no re-en-
actment events this sea-
son and we cannot allow 
large groups of people at 
this time. 

“We would ask people 
to keep two metres apart 
from those not in their 
household and wash their 
hands before and after 
their visit. 

“Despite these new 
measures, Binchester 
remains a great day out 
and we will be thrilled to 
welcome people back.”

To find out more or plan 
a visit, go to durham.gov.
uk/binchester.

completed, Bishopton 
Primary School  Head 
Teacher, Mrs Skirving 
said: “The Trades4care 
programme trades peo-
ple and students working 
in our school for the past 
four weeks. 

“They have been well 
mannered, hardworking 
and worked safely. 

“The work they have car-
ried out under supervision 
and guidance has been of 
a very high quality, great 
value for money and we 
will definitely be using 
their unique services 
again. 

“They have continued to 
ensure that all Covid guid-
ance has been followed to 
education standards and 
all measures put in place 
by us and Trades4Care 
have helped educate 
the students on living 
and working safely at all 
times.”

Andrew added: “The stu-
dents involved showed 
great enthusiasm to be 
involved with us on this 
project and followed all 
guidance. 

“The job as always was 
professional and is a 
credit to everyone. 

“What we offer is com-

pletely unique in that we 
are not a training provider 
or a construction com-
pany, we are an enabler 
between the client the 
organisation the student 
the family and the local 
community venue. 

“Our approach is person 
centred and holistic. We 
price fairly, are not num-
bers driven and as a result 
the support and guidance 
we provide for young peo-
ple cannot be matched.

“The next step is to con-
tinue to widen our offer of 
support and ensure Trad-
es4Care remains a viable 
local long term solution.

“Social values remain at 
the heart of everything we 
do”.

The Trades4Care Pro-
ject is hopeful of contin-
uing their great working 
relationships locally with 
colleges, organisations, 
the local community, and 
young T4C programme 
graduates. 

Funding from The Gaun-
less Gateway Big Local 
Partnership has been 
instrumental in helping 
them. For further infor-
mation see www.trades 
4care.co.uk or find them 
on Facebook and Twitter.

The directors and 
co-founders of Trades-
4Care are Charlie Wright 
and Andrew Coxon. 

Andrew, who was also 
project lead on the latest 
programme said: “It is 
really important to remain 
positive and find creative 
ways of learning to inspire 
our young people during 
these challenging times.

“The students have com-
pleted a two-day motiva-
tional induction including 
a site tour, client visit and 
introduction to trades 
people followed by four 
weeks of practical coach-
ing, mentoring, training 
and creative learning sup-
port”.

Charlie added: “The 
young people have 
missed so much col-
lege time recently, it has 
affected their confidence, 
mental health and skills 
development. 

“We are all determined 
to continue to make a dif-
ference and provide fur-
ther creative growth and 
development opportuni-
ties throughout the period 
of covid recovery”.

After the work had been 

MORE YOUNG PEOPLE SUPPORTED 
BY TRADES4CARE PROJECT

A previous project saw students help provide a makeover at Henknowle Community Centre.

THE FOUR Clocks Centre 
and Time For You Tea-
room on Newgate Street 
Bishop Auckland is open 
again, both with suitable 
safety precautions in 
place.

The centre has meet-
ing rooms available from 
Monday to Friday and 

is looking for volunteer 
Receptionists on certain 
days. 

Anyone interested 
should contact Saman-
tha on any morning by 
calling in or telephoning 
01388 609852. 

Hours can be adapted 
to suit.

FOUR CLOCKS RE-OPENS

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting 

- Electrical Installation, 
NAPIT Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

KKurdish urdish 
BBarberarber  SShophop

25 Finkle Street
Bishop Auckland, DL14 7PL

Tel: 07952 927 047
~ Hair Cut ~ 

~ Wet Shave ~
~ Hot Towel ~

~ Full Service ~
Mon-Sat 9.30am-8pm
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LACEY’S BAR
BONDGATE | BISHOP AUCKLAND

12 noon - 2pm every day
Draft Pints £1.99

Large beer garden with projector screen
Pool table available

Hot, fresh coffee served all day
Coffee & cupcake only £3.50
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and raffle our house and 
car,” India told the Bishop 
Press. 

“Richard received a job 
offer in Perth, Western 
Australia,” said India, “so 
our hearts have been set 
on a move.

“We are awaiting per-
manent residency visas 
and we’re hoping to move 
out by the end of 2020.

“We love outdoor living 
and since having chil-
dren it has made this an 
even more important part 
of our lives and we feel 
there’s no greater our-
doors than Australia. 

“We have friends and 
family over there already  
who tell us how fantastic 
the work life balance is.

“The raffle company will 
give the winner 75% of 
the ticket price pot if the 
total we need hasn’t been 
reached, so while there is 
a risk to us that we might 
not reach our target and 
we have to withdraw the 

house and car from the 
prize, there will still be a 
big prize for anyone who 
takes part. 

“So it’s a big risk for 
us if we don’t reach the 
target as we’ll be back 
to square one, so we are 
pinning all our hopes on 
it! It’s a risk, but hopefully 
one worth taking.”

The raffle, which is 
being hosted on Raffall.
com, is aiming to sell a 
total of 300,000 tickets at 
a cost of £1 each.

The deadline for ticket 
sales is November, by 
which time the family 
hopes it will have raised 
enough money to facili-
tate the dream move.

The family home 
includes a reception hall, 
lounge, kitchen, dining 
room, study, bathroom, 
three bedrooms, an 
en-suite and a Victori-
an-style courtyard with 
outside storage and seat-
ing area.

A BISHOP Auckland fam-
ily is hoping to finance 
their dream move to 
Australia by raffling their 
house and car.

Richard and India Tay-
lor are hoping they can 
raise enough funds by 
using an online raffle site 
to try and sell their Victo-
rian home and BMW X3M 
Sport to pay for the move.

The couple, who have 
two children, Lucas, 
four, and eight-month-
old Eli, had placed their 
three-bedroome home 
on the market in January 
but were were unable to 
sell it following the coro-
navirus outbreak.

Instead, the couple has 
taken their house off the 
market while the raffle, 
which costs £1 per ticket, 
takes place. 

“After the pandemic 
struck, we knew we had 
to start thinking outside 
of the box and so decided 
to take the risky move 

FAMILY RAFFLES HOUSE AND CAR TO 
PAY FOR DREAM MOVE TO AUSTRALIA

The Taylor family is raffling their Bishop Auckland Victorian townhouse and their BMW car.

meiklesmeikles
solicitorssolicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

WITH THE pandemic forc-
ing the cancellation of 
this year’s Bishop Auck-
land Town Council Flower 
and Vegetable Show, an 
invitation has gone out 
to  green-fingered resi-
dents to take part in the 
council’s Virtual Show for 
2020.

“Join in on Facebook by 

sharing photos of your 
great gardens, colourful 
hanging baskets and fan-
tastic vegatables” said 
the council on their Face-
book page. 

You can find the Town 
Council’s Facebook page 
by searching for @Bishop 
AucklandTC on the social 
media platform.

VIRTUAL VEGETABLE SHOW

Chiropodist / 
Podiatrist

(Mobile)
HCPC Registered

Fully Insured
Available for home visits

General Foot Care 
Ingrowing Toe Nails | Nail 
Cuts | Verrucae | Corns | 

Fungal Nail | Callus Removal

07980 990 172

ers need advice and sup-
port more than ever. 

“The fact that we’re all 
working remotely has 
thrown up some chal-
lenges, but I’m pleased to 
say that we’ve met them 
all.”

One customer is more 
than £35,000 better off 
after a full benefit check 
was carried out. 

It was discovered that 
the customer was enti-
tled to a severe disabil-
ity premium but had not 
made a claim. 

Their claim was made 
thanks to a conference 
call and the backdated 
benefits have now been 
paid.

Another received more 
than £10,000 in back-
dated severe disabil-
ity premium payments 
added to their Employ-
ment Support Allowance. 

A video call allowed 
the Tenancy Sustain-
ment Team to work with 
the customer and the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions to discuss the 
unclaimed benefit, which 
was paid in full within 
days.

“The customers we’ve 
helped are overjoyed. 
Most of them are now 
much more financially 
secure in these unprec-
edented times.” Jayne 
added. 

“I’d really urge anyone 
who has concerns about 
their benefit claims, or 
finances in general to get 
in touch and let us see if 
we can help.”

You can contact believe 
housing on 

LOCKDOWN BENEFITS ADVICE 
BRINGS BIG RESULTS

FROM PAGE 4

Elite 
Plumbing Services
DRIPPING & REPLACEMENT TAPS  

PROBLEM TOILETS 
OVERFLOWS | RADIATORS 

REPLACED & MOVED. 
GENERAL PLUMBING WORK. 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE. 
NO JOB TOO SMALL.

07949 054947
01388 815049

Plans Drawn 
for 

Planning Applications 
and 

Building Regs

0800 781 4750
info@sljprojects.co.uk 

 

www.sljprojects.co.uk

Self-employed? 
I can complete your ... 

✓ Financial accounts 
✓ Tax return 
./ VAT return 

./ Payroll 
For a free, no obligation 

quote call 07922692989 today 
or email 

sarah@rileyaccountancy.co.uk 

rileyaccountancy.co.uk 
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KING JAMES Women’s 
Institute in Bishop Auk-
land has been busy sup-
porting its members dur-
ing lockdown.

 WI members, Ann Wil-
liams-Maughan said: “We 
have managed to keepin 
in touch with members 
via Zoom meetings 
onone, by phone calls, 
visiting at a distance, 
collect shopping and pre-
scriptions and generally 
being good neighbours to 
each other. 

“We also collected 
treats to share with staff 
at Bishop Auckland Gen-
eral Hospital. 

“Friday mornings have 
become our virtual coffee 
mornings, and we have 
also held virtual cock-
tail and quiz nights and 

WI SUPPORTING MEMBERS 
THROUGHOUT LOCKDOWN

King James Women’s Institute collected treats to share with staff 
at Bishop Auckland Hospital.

our committee meetings 
have also been held via 
Zoom.

“Unfortunately our 
venue is unable to open 
at the moment, so we are 
still can’t meet in person.

“However, we are mak-
ing enquiries to other 
venues in the area hoping 
they can accommodate 
us for now.  

“On Saturday, we are 
meeting in the park 
for a socially distanc-
ing  together to see how 
everyone is doing, espe-
cially those that have 
been unable to meet us 
via Zoom.”

For more information on 
the group and its activi-
ties, visit their Facebook 
page by searching for  
@KingJamesWI

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

number, to arrange a col-
lection day when they will 
be able to pick up their 
chosen titles from a par-
ticipating library.

Cllr Joy Allen, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for transforma-
tion, culture and tourism, 
said: “We introduced our 
pick and collect service 
as a way of enabling peo-
ple to access books, while 
also prioritising the safety 
of customers and staff.

“We initially chose nine 
sites so that we could 
make sure we were able 
to provide a high level of 
service while maintaining 
social distancing. 

“I am pleased to say 
that this has been very 
successful, with almost 
a thousand people using 
it within the first two 
weeks of operation, so 
we are now in a position 
to increase the number of 
collection points.”

Durham County Coun-
cil say libraries chosen 
for the first two phases 
of the scheme have been 

selected because they 
are busy libraries, which 
also offer sufficient space 
to provide the essential 
elements of the pick and 
collect service. 

This includes space for 
visitors to queue safely 
prior to entry and for a 
quarantine area to be cre-
ated for returned books.

None of the libraries will 
be open for browsing. All 
other library services, 
including access to pub-
lic computers, will remain 
suspended for the time 
being, although the coun-
cil is currently looking at 
how these services can 
be reinstated over the 
coming weeks.

During the summer, 
younger readers are being 
encouraged to take part 
in the national Summer 
Reading Challenge, which 
is has this year gone 
online. The Silly Squad-
themed event offers 
youngsters the chance to 
play games, earn badges 
and receive rewards as 
they discover new a host 
of new books. 

More information is 
available at https://api.
readingagency.org.uk. 

Participating pick and 
collect sites will also be 
offering giveaway prizes.

For more information, 
including contact details 
for participating libraries, 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/pickandcollect, or fol-
low the library service’s 
Facebook or Twitter 
accounts at twitter.com/
DurhamLibraries and  
facebook.com/County 
DurhamLibraries.

A COLLECTION service 
introduced to help people 
in County Durham access 
library books has been 
extended and will now 
include Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall Library.

Durham County Council 
introduced its ‘pick and 
collect’ service earlier 
this month to enable peo-
ple to borrow books for 
the first time since lock-
down restrictions were 
introduced.

Although anyone can 
use the service regard-
less of where in the 
county they live or which 
library they normally visit, 
collection points were ini-
tially located at only nine 
libraries.

However, this has now 
been extended to include 
Bishop Auckland Library 
among others. 

The service enables 
members of the public to 
order up to three books 
online or over the phone. 

They are then contacted 
by the library service, 
using their registered 

PICK AND COLLECT LIBRARY SERVICE 
NOW INCLUDES BISHOP AUCKLAND

Residents can now take advantage of a pick and collect service at Library. 

Finkle Street
Bishop Auckland

DL14 7PL
Tel: 01388 603481HAIR STUDIO

Michaela welcomes everyone to her new salon
ECO FRIENDLY  |  COLOUR & BALAYAGE SPECIALIST

SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTS  |  EXTENSIONS

WEDDING & EVENT HAIR  |  UNISEX SALON

BOOK ONLINE AT MLhair.co.uk
Sun/Mon Closed | Tues Appointments Only 

Wed 9am-4.30pm | Thurs 9am-8pm 
Fri 9am-7pm | Sat 9am-4pm

To advertise in the
Bishop Press
and its sister papers, the Spennymoor News, 

Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter  and
Shildon & District Town Crier

M: 07909 992 731  |  E: bishop@swd.news
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BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

and only one radiator or 
use an electric storage 
heater.

David Jones is the first 
homeowner to have a gas 
boiler and central heat-
ing installed through the 
fully funded scheme.

Mr Jones, of John 
Street, Easington, said: 
“I am delighted with my 
new central heating sys-
tem, my home is warm 
and comfortable now and 
I’m not worried about the 
cold weather and high 
coal bills anymore”.

Cllr Angela Surtees, the 
council’s Cabinet mem-
ber for Social Inclusion, 
said: “This is a fantas-
tic way for residents to 
have a warmer home and 
lower energy bills. 

“I urge residents to 
apply as soon as possi-
ble as there is a limited 
number of grants avail-
able until November 
2020.”

The Warm Homes Fund 
is supported by Grahame 
Morris, MP for Easington. 

He said: “The Warm 
Homes Fund is an excel-
lent initiative by Durham 
County Council, helping 
vulnerable people to heat 
homes by replacing ineffi-
cient solid fuel or electric 
storage heating systems. 

“I am encouraging resi-
dents to check their eligi-
bility before the scheme 
closes in November.”

For further information, 
or to apply for a Warm 
Homes Grant, residents 
can contact 0800 Repair 
by calling 0808 169 7127.

Further informa-
tion about a variety of 
schemes available to 
help householders make 
their properties more 
energy efficient can be 
found on the council’s 
website at durham. 
gov.uk/housingenergy 
improvements.

RESIDENTS IN County 
Durham are being urged 
to check whether they 
are eligible to receive a 
new gas boiler and cen-
tral heating, which could 
lead to lower energy bills 
and a warmer home.

Durham County Council 
is working in partnership 
with utilities supplier 
E.ON and heating, insu-
lation and renewables 
company 0800 Repair, 
to offer grants of up to 
£6,000 for homeown-
ers on low incomes to 
replace solid fuel or elec-
tric storage heaters.

The Warm Homes Fund 
will install 200 energy 
efficient gas boilers and 
central heating systems 
in homes with an income 
of less than £26,000 or 
which are in receipt of a 
means tested benefit. 

To qualify, applicants 
must currently heat their 
house with solid fuel 

FREE ENERGY EFFICIENT HEATING 
SYSTEMS FOR LOW INCOME HOMES

Cllr Angela Surtees (front left,) Grahame Morris (back left,) David Jones (front centre) with 
representatives of Durham County Council, E.ON and 0800 Repair.

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

MORE BUSINESSES 
are set to benefit from a 
financial support scheme 
set up to help them deal 
with the impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Durham County Council 
is widening the eligibility 
criteria for its local Dis-
cretionary Grants Fund 
so that hundreds more 
businesses can benefit.

The authority is making 
the changes to ensure 
that as much of the £5 
million funding pot pro-
vided by the Government 
is allocated before the 
scheme closes on Friday, 
28th August.

Up until now, the fund-
ing has been focussed on 
businesses in the retail, 
hospitality and leisure 
sectors and has priori-
tised support for small 
businesses in shared 
offices or other flexible 
workspaces; regular 
market traders with fixed 
building costs; B&Bs that 
pay council tax instead 
of business rates; char-
ity properties in receipt 
of charitable business 
rates relief; private nurs-
eries; small manufac-
turing businesses with 
retail outlets within the 
property and which sell 
to the public; and busi-
nesses involved in the 
supply chain to the retail 
hospitality and leisure 
industries.

The scheme has been 
extended to include:
• Any local small or 

micro business oper-
ating from a recog-
nised rated business 
premises with a rate-
able value less than 
£51,000; and

• Businesses in the sci-
ence and technology 
sector which occupy 
office or other flexible 
workspace with equiv-
alent rent or property 
costs of £51,000.

The council is plan-
ning on contacting all 
businesses it believes 
will be eligible to benefit 
from the revised scheme 
to encourage them to 
make an application and 
ensure they are able to 
access they money they 
are entitled to. Each busi-
ness will be entitled to 
claim one grant.

Cllr Carl Marshall, Cab-

inet member for eco-
nomic regeneration, said: 
“The county’s economic 
recovery from the coro-
navirus pandemic is very 
much dependent on the 
survival of our business 
community. 

“We have carefully con-
sidered how to extend the 
scheme and open it up to 
support local businesses 
with the resources we 
have. 

“We know there are 
many businesses that 
desperately need support 
but there is only limited 
funding available and we 
are determined to spend 
all of it if we can.”

The Government 
announced in July that 
its Small Business Grant 
Fund (SBGF), Retail, 
Hospitality and Leisure 
Grant Fund (RHLGF) and 
the Local Discretionary 
Grants Funds, which 
were all set up to support 
businesses during the 
pandemic, will close on 
Friday, 28 August. 

This means that the 
money made available to 
County Durham must be 
allocated by this date and 
any funding that is not 
claimed will be lost.

In order to ensure that 
all paperwork can be pro-
cessed and money paid 
before the cut off date, 
the council will not be 
able to accept applica-
tions received after Sun-
day, 16th August.

DCC has already issued 
almost all the funding it 
is responsible for allocat-
ing through the SBGF and 
RHLGF, with 8,791 busi-
nesses receiving a share 
of more than £98 million.

It has also allocated 54 
per cent of the cash it has 
available through the Dis-
cretionary Grants Fund, 
which was introduced at 
a later date, with more 
than £2.6 million being 
distributed among 407 
businesses to date.

Some additional eligi-
bility criteria will apply to 
the extended scheme but 
the council is doing all it 
can to ensure as many 
businesses as possible 
receive a share of the 
funding.

For more information, 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/ladgfund.

BUSINESS SUPPORT SCHEME 
DEADLINE APPROACHING

BARBER LEW’S
150 NEWGATE STREET
TEL: 07429 292692

Lew would like to welcome 
everyone to his new Barbers 
Shop (opposite Switch-on)

Skin fades,  Shaves &  all 
aspects of Barbering serv ices

London trained - now bringing 
my services to Bishop Auckland

WALK-IN APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
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In order to limit the risk 
of spreading coronavirus, 
usual shower, changing 
and locker facilities will 
not be available. 

Instead, swimmers will 
be asked to wear their 
costumes under their 
clothes when arriving for 
their swim session. 

They will then be allo-
cated a chair at the side 
of the pool where they 
can leave their clothes 
and any other belong-
ings. 

Changing facilities will 
be available when exiting 
the pool. 

Cllr Carl Marshall, Cab-
inet member for eco-
nomic regeneration, said: 
“We’ve had a fantastic 
response since our lei-
sure centres opened last 
month for fitness classes 
and gym sessions so 
we’re pleased to now be 
able to reopen our pools 
as well.

“Going for a swim is 
going to be a little differ-
ent for the time being, 
but the changes we have 
made are extremely 
important in order to 
protect customers and 
staff and help prevent the 
spread of coronavirus. 

“Without them we would 
not be able to reopen our 
pools.

“That said, I’m sure 
many people will be so 
pleased to get back in 
the pool that they will get 
used to the changes.

“It’s vital that we work to 
reinstate services wher-
ever possible in order 
to support the county’s 
recovery from the pan-
demic.”

To book a session at a 
participating leisure cen-
tre, log into the Thrive 
app. Full details regard-
ing the changes are also 
available at www.durham 
.gov.uk/leisure.

WOODHOUSE CLOSE is 
one of six County Durham 
swimming pools which 
have now re-opened to 
the public.

The County Council-run 
facility welcomed back 
swimmers from Monday 
(10 August), for the first 
time since being forced 
to close in March due 
to the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Sessions at the pool 
must be booked in 
advance.

Swimmers are also 
being advised to expect 
a number of changes to 
allow for social distanc-
ing and to reflect public 
health advice.

Activity will be limited to 
lane swimming through-
out the week, with some 
family fun sessions at 
weekends and aqua fit 
classes. All children 
under 16 must be accom-
panied by an adult.

WOODHOUSE CLOSE SWIMMING 
POOL RE-OPENS TO THE PUBLIC

Six County Durham swimming pools have re-opened to the public, although with safety limitations.

UNINSURED DRIVERS 
and those who speed will 
be targeted as Durham 
Constabulary launches 
its new Road Safety 
Bureau this month. 

As covid-19 lockdown 
restrictions ease, officers 
in County Durham have 
seen an increase in the 
levels of traffic on the 
roads and have been lis-
tening to residents who 
say speeding is a con-
cern in their communi-
ties.

The new bureau will be 
able to conduct safety 
camera deployments at 
nominated sites across 
County Durham and Dar-
lington and also look to 
educate drivers on other 
road safety offences 
such as the use of seat-
belts and using mobile 
phones.

Bureau manager, Terri 
Raine, for Durham Con-
stabulary said: “This 
is an important area of 
activity which we know 
helps make communities 
safer and will therefore 
always be a priority for 
the constabulary. 

“As well as targeting 
speeding motorists, the 
force will also be target-
ing uninsured drivers 
who put other road users 

ROAD SAFETY BUREAU LAUNCHED

The new bureau will conduct safety camera deployments at 
nominated sites across the county.

in danger especially as 
they are often involved 
in other crimes such as 
drugs offences or driving 
without a licence.

“Bad driving can have 
devastating conse-
quences for everyone 
involved so we would 
always encourage driv-
ers to think twice and 
just slow down.”

Acting Police Victims’ 
Commissioner Steve 
White added: “This is a 
local priority in the Police 
and Crime plan and is 
something I take seri-
ously.

“Speeding is an issue 
that is regularly high-
lighted to us by commu-
nities across Durham 
and Darlington and we 
are determined to take 
action and support of 
local residents.”

In preparation for its 
launch, the new unit has 
already identified dan-
gerous drivers who flaunt 
speed limits across 
County Durham and Dar-
lington.

For example, on a 
30mph road in Sherburn 
Hill, 59 vehicles were 
speeding within just one 
hour with the highest 
recorded speed being 
51mph.

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

Pass + 
Driving School
30 years experience
High Pass RAte

** Special Offer **
4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on

07989 802481

Event safety information 
for organisers

If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one.

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety
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BBISHOP ISHOP AAUCKLANDUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  
BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS 

DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

For more news from Bishop Auckland and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

boldly on the golfing map 
by retaining the Teesside 
Union League Title with a 
perfect record, winning 
every game single game. 

Team Manager, Mark 
Walker said: “To play in 
the revised league for-
mat was certainly a inter-
esting challenge, but the 
players’ hard work and 
dedication has been sec-
ond to none.

“The performances 
they’ve produced has 
been nothing short of 

first class. 
“It’s also the first time in 

our club’s history we’ve 
retained the league title, 
which makes it extra spe-
cial.” 

Club Captain, Wayne 
Mundy added: “It’s 
always been a dream 
for me to be a winning 
club captain in my year 
of office, so I’m over the 
moon and would like 
to thank everyone con-
nected at the club for 
your support”.

2020 HASN’T been a year 
anyone expected and 
local amateur golf has 
been no different. 

Due to COVID-19 the 
Teesside Union Golf 
League eventually got 
under on 24th June, eight 
weeks behind schedule 
with a new revised for-
mat of half the league 
fixtures on neutral golf 
courses rather than the 
longer home and away 
league format. 

Last year saw Bishop 
Auckland Golf Club expe-
rience a golden year 
in their 125th anniver-
sary becoming League 
Champions, Champion 
of Champions and fin-
ishing 3rd in the Annod-
ata National Matchplay 
when the club narrowly 
lost out in Spain, so it is 
certainly an extremely 
tough year to follow. 

However, the players  
kept Bishop Auckland 

GOLF CLUB RETAINS LEAGUE TITLE

Craig Wren, Steve Ridley, Baz Mundy (Past Captain), Finley Hall, Wayne Hewitt, Adam Peart, Steven 
Burn, Derek Collinson, Carl Johnson, Graham Milne, Mark Walker (Team Manager), Richard Reed, Jamie 
Birkbeck, Wayne Mundy (Club Captain), James Glenn, Cameron Hamilton and Mike Dodd (Past Captain). 

STEPHEN NICHOLSON, 
an entrepreneur from 
West Auckland, is fight-
ing to get the local com-
munity fit by opening a 
new boxing gym, aimed 
at the village’s young 
people.

Stephen, who is the 
founder and managing 
director of bespoke dec-
orating firm S Nicholson 
and Sons, grew up in 
West Auckland and has 
had a love of the sport 
since he was young.

When he was told that 
the youth club in West 
Auckland, Milbank, had 
been empty for approx-
imately four years, he 
visited to see if it could 
be converted into a space 
for young people to train. 
Within a day, he had pur-
chased the building.

The West Auckland 
Amateur Boxing Club 
has brought in John and 
Tina Jimminson as head 
coach and head women’s 
coach.

Stephen said: “My fam-
ily heritage is from West 
Auckland and I’ve always 
wanted to give something 
back. I’m a huge fan of 
boxing and it’s a massive 

NEW BOXING CLUB OPENS 
GYM IN WEST AUCKLAND

Stephen Nicholson, Tina Jimminson and Stephen Nicholson jr.

part of my life. It’s a great 
way to get young people 
to keep fit and learn a new 
skill.

“I’ve loved boxing for 
years and two of my 
sons box, so we wanted 
to share that passion 
with other kids in the 
local area who maybe 
can’t travel to clubs fur-
ther afield but want to do 
something active, espe-
cially after they’ve been 
cooped up for so long.

Tina Jimminson, head 
women’s coach and for-
mer North East cham-
pion, said: “I boxed for 
Bishop Auckland, which I 
did for about six years, so 
when I saw that they were  
opening the club I wanted 
to be involved. 

“Me and my husband 
are both involved. He’s 
head coach and I’m head 
women’s coach, so I 
couldn’t think of anything 
better.”

The gym was officially 
opened by local MP, 
Dehenna Davison at the 
beginning of August.

For contact information 
and opening times, visit 
the Club’s new Facebook 
page.

BISHOP AFC took to the 
field for their first pre-sea-
son friendly last weekend  
(8th August) and ran out 
comfortable 4-1 winners 
over Durham City.

Bishops took the lead 
after Chris Wynn con-
verted from close range 
while an own goal dou-
bled the home side’s lead. 

A second from Wynn 
made it three before the 
break and with plenty of 
players itching for game 
time, the pack was shuf-
fled in the second half. 

Tom Aldsworth came  
off the bench to add a  
fourth before Durham 
notched a consolation 
midway through the half. 

BISHOPS WIN FIRST FRIENDLY


